VILLAGE OF STAMFORD

June 16, 2016
7:00 PM

Present: Village of Stamford: John Bonhotal, Reid Golden, Maryann Dwyer, Darren Hanway, and Nancy Milea with Attorney Kevin Young; Town of Harpersfield: Cathy Straus, Linda Goss, Harry Peterson, Ed Slicer and Robert Reeve and Residents: Michaela Reinhart and Carola Reinhart; Town of Kortright: Lynn Pickett, Kristin Craft, George Haynes, Jeff Haynes, Peg Kenyon, and Micheal Pietrantoni; Town of Stamford: Diane Grant, Michael Triolo, Rudy Stripp, Rod Hillis, and Daniel Deysenroth; Town of Jefferson: Ken Cole, Leah Blumberg, Kevin McMahon, and Carol Terk; Town of Gilboa: Mary Wyckoff, Dorothy Pickett, Deb Moore, Norwood Tompkins, and Tony VanGlad; Stamford Rural Fire District: Bill Sharick, Doug Cole, and Tim Powell with Attorney William Young; Stamford Fire Department: AJ Vamosy, Joe Hornbeck and Liz Page (Also for Mountain Eagle); and Kevin Hull, Reynard Insurance
Special Meeting called to order at 7:07 PM.
William Young, Attorney for the Stamford Rural Fire District spoke to the group about the details of the new district merger currently under way.
As it stands, the current fire district will be dissolved and a new one will be created.  All five towns and the village will be given the opportunity to become part of the new rural fire district.  
A few of the town representatives asked questions and received answers as follows:
The tax rate will be the same for all towns and will show on the town/county tax bill.

Once a new rural fire district has been established a new board of commissioners will be appointed until the new election year.  The date we are looking at for beginning the new rural fire district is potentially January 1, 2017.  The board will consist of 5 or 7 commissioners elected by the 5 towns and village within the rural fire district.

William Young stated that he would make up a common questions and answers page for the towns and village to give out to interested residents.  

Kevin Hull from Reynard Insurance was interested in how this would affect the insurance policies and the personnel for the fire department.  The answer was that the insurance might have to go outside of Delaware County Self Insurance Fund, but more research will be done on the topic.

The Village of Stamford will need to determine how they wish to proceed with the remaining 15% of assets that are housed in the Stamford Fire House, which are currently being used by the Rural Fire District and Stamford Fire Department jointly.  
The following motion was set on the floor by Attorney William Young.

The Village of Stamford Board of Trustees and the Town Boards of Stamford, Gilboa, Kortright, Harpersfield and Jefferson having met at a joint meeting held at the Village Hall on June 16, 2016 at 7pm and having heard a presentation by Counsel William Young and Counsel Kevin Young as well as having heard presentation from representatives of the Stamford Rural Fire District relative to the formation of a joint fire district regarding affordable emergency services to the residents of the aforementioned village and towns, it was determined that there is sufficient interest to go forward and conduct a hearing at their respective town and/or village locations.  

John Bonhotal, Deputy Mayor and Trustee for the Village of Stamford moved the aforementioned motion, seconded by Reid Golden, Trustee for the Village of Stamford.  Motion passed.  John Bonhotal – Aye, Reid Golden – Aye, Darren Hanway – Aye, and Maryann Dwyer – Aye 

Note:  All Towns were also in favor.
The next joint meeting will be August 25, 2017 at 7PM held at the Village Hall.

Special Meeting adjourned at 8:05PM.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy Milea, Village Clerk
